A MESSAGED FROM THE EAST

APRIL 2018
TRESTLEBOARD
Work in the Degrees: Entered Apprentice Degree
April 3, 2018, 6:30 p.m.
Alexandria Scottish Rite
STATED COMMUNICATION
April 10, 2018
On Henry Knox Field
Fellowship Dinner, 6:30 p.m., All are welcome
Communication, 7:30 p.m., Master Masons
Lodge Ritual School
April 17, 2018, 6:30 p.m.
Alexandria Scottish Rite
Henry Knox Field Wreath Laying
April 21, 2018
8:30 a.m. Breakfast
Washington Street United Methodist Church
109 South Washington Street
10:00 a.m. Wreath Laying
Union Cemetery of the Washington Street United Methodist Church
1450 Wilkes Street
District Ritual School
March 16, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Henry Knox Field—John Blair Lodge, No. 349
Alexandria Scottish Rite

Save the Dates:
William Hiram Wood School 5/12 & 6/23
St. John’s Table Lodge 6/12

Brethren—
March was an interesting month in Virginia. High winds prevented us
from participating in the Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day parade and snow postponed our schedule Entered Apprentice Degree. However, we had a great
ritual school, the entire elected progressive line attended the Division Leadership Conference, we elected one of our Past Masters as a candidate for
DDGM, elected a new man to receive the degrees in Freemasonry, conducted a fraternal visit to AJ 120, and successfully hosted District Ritual School.
I can never thank you all enough for your enthusiasm and support for truly
revitalizing our newly consolidated lodge.
The month of April includes the anniversaries of both of our namesakes’
births. Henry Knox Field was born in Alexandria on April 20, 1860, and John
Blair Jr. was born in Williamsburg on April 17, 1732. Despite his significant
contributions to Virginia, the burgeoning United States, juris prudence, and
the Grand Lodge of Virginia, we simply do not have a great deal of information on Blair. It is my hope that in the future we can travel to Williamsburg Lodge No. 6 and sit in Blair’s chair. Henry Knox Field will be the subject of the program at the April Stated and we will host the annual wreath
laying at his grave on April 21. A study of Field’s life is a study of the history
of Alexandria post-Civil War. I hope it is within the length of your cable tow
to attend both events.
Since we had to postpose March’s degree work, we will have two initiations in April. These initiations will bring us to seven candidates working
their way through the degrees. Thank you to those brothers who are serving
as mentors and catechism coaches. We need more catechism coaches.
Please consider helping with this important work. Our work in the Craft is
enhanced by our understanding and discussion of the. If you are interested
in serving as a catechism coach, please contact me.
This will be the last month that we will be mailing a hard copy bulletin.
Thank you to all the brothers who have emailed to update their contact
information or called to request that we continue to mail them a hard copy
version. The officers and I will be making calls to those for whom we do not
have email addresses. It is important that we continue to connect and participate. Until our new website is complete, we will rely on email as our primary form of communication.
Please save the date for our June Stated Communication, which will be
a Table Lodge celebrating St. John’s Day. Wor. Ron Morris will be our keynote speaker. Let’s make a true reunion out of the evening—I invite all
brothers to consider travelling back to Alexandria to participate.
Sincerely & Fraternally,

Message from the Master, p. 2; Officer Contact Information, p.3;
Most Worshipful John Blair, p.4; April Enlightenment, p. 6
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APRIL DISCUSSION

April is the birth month of both of our namesakes.
We will discuss Henry Knox Field in lodge on April 10 and hold a wreath laying at
his grave on April 21. This space will be used to honor Most Worshipful John Blair.

2018 O
Daniel E. Froggett, Worshipful Master
Erik N. Schultz, Senior Warden
Timothy J. Fisher, Junior Warden
Rt. Wor. Michael R. Aulicino, PDDGM, Treasurer
Wor. Patrick A. Wood, Secretary
Wor. Kenneth R. Reynolds, Asst. Treas.
Clayton J. Mitchell, Senior Deacon
Mark A. Boughner, Junior Deacon
Ronald E. Markiewicz, Chaplain
James F. Cordes, Senior Steward
Eric F. Kephart, Junior Steward
Edward R. Wilcox, Marshal
F. Paul Norris, Musician
Wor. Brian M. King, Tiler
Lodge Instructor of Work
Wor. Jaime H. Flores
Education Officer
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John Blair Jr. (April 17, 1732 – August 31, 1800) was an American
politician, Founding Father and jurist. He was Master of Williamsburg
Lodge No. 6 and the inaugural Grand Master of Masons in Virginia upon
its organization in 1778. He served in the post of Grand Master until 1784.
Blair was one of the best-trained jurists of his day. A famous legal scholar, he avoided the tumult of state politics, preferring to work behind the
scenes. He was devoted to the idea of a permanent union of the newly independent states and loyally supported fellow Virginians James Madison
and George Washington at the Constitutional Convention. His greatest contribution as a Founding Father came not in Philadelphia, but later as a
judge on the Virginia court of appeals and on the U.S. Supreme Court,
where he influenced the interpretation of the Constitution in several important decisions. Contemporaries praised Blair for such personal strengths
as gentleness and benevolence, and for his ability to penetrate immediately
to the heart of a legal question.
Born in Williamsburg, Colony of Virginia Blair was a member of a prominent Virginia family. John Blair, Sr., his father, served on the Virginia Council
and was for a time acting Royal governor. His granduncle, James Blair, was
founder and first president of the College of William & Mary. Blair attended
William & Mary, receiving a Bachelor of Arts in 1754. In 1755 he went to
London to study law at the Middle Temple. Returning home to practice law,
he was quickly thrust into public life, beginning his public career shortly
after the close of the French and Indian War with his election to the seat
reserved for the College of William and Mary in the House of Burgesses (1766–70). He went on to become clerk of the Royal Governor's Council,
the upper house of the colonial legislature (1770–75).
Blair originally joined the moderate wing of the Patriot cause. He opposed Patrick Henry's extremist resolutions in protest of the Stamp Act, but
the dissolution of the House of Burgesses by Parliament profoundly altered
his views. In response to a series of Parliamentary taxes on the colonies,
Blair joined George Washington and others in 1770 and again in 1774 to
draft nonimportation agreements which pledged their supporters to cease
importing British goods until the taxes were repealed. In the latter year he
reacted to Parliament's passage of the Intolerable Acts by joining those calling for a Continental Congress and pledging support for the people
of Boston who were suffering economic hardship because of Parliament's
actions.
When the Revolution began, Blair became deeply involved in the government of his state. He served as a member of the convention that drew up
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Virginia's constitution (1776)
and held a number of important committee positions,
including a seat on the Committee of 28 that
framed Virginia's Declaration
of Rights and plan of government. He served on the Privy
Council, Governor Patrick
Henry's major advisory group
(1776–78). The legislature
elected him to a judgeship in
the general court in 1778 and
soon thereafter to the post of
chief justice. He was also
elected to Virginia's high court
of chancery (1780), where his
colleague was George Wythe,
later a fellow delegate to
the Constitutional Convention.
These judicial appointments
automatically made Blair a
member of Virginia's first court of appeals. On the Virginia Court of Appeals,
Blair participated in The Commonwealth of Virginia v. Caton et al. (1782),
which set the precedent that courts can deem legislative acts unconstitutional. This decision was a precursor to the United States Supreme Court
decision in Marbury v. Madison.
George Washington nominated Blair to the Supreme Court of the United
States on September 24, 1789. The United States Senate confirmed his
appointment on September 26, 1789. Washington signed Blair's commission on September 30. Justice Blair participated in the Court's landmark
case of Chisholm v. Georgia, which is considered the first United States
Supreme Court case of significance and impact. Blair resigned the Court in
1796, and died in Williamsburg in 1800, aged 68.

APRIL ENLIGHTENMENT
This monthly section will explore aspects of the Craft for
further thought and consideration. If there is a topic that you
would like to share with the brethren in this section, please
email it in a Word document to Wor. Froggett at
danielefroggett@gmail.com.

T HREE P HASES OF M ODERN E DUCATION
L INKED TO C LASSICAL E DUCATION (P ART 2)
Classical education developed many of the terms now used to describe
modern education. Western classical education has three phases, each
with a different purpose. The phases are roughly coordinated with human
development, and would ideally be exactly coordinated with each individual student's development.
 "Primary education" teaches students how to learn.
 "Secondary education" then teaches a conceptual framework that can
hold all human knowledge (history), fills in basic facts and practices of
major fields of knowledge, and develops the fundamental skills
(perhaps in a simplified form) of every major human activity.
 "Tertiary education" prepares a person to pursue an educated profession such as law, theology, military strategy, medicine or science.

The Trestleboard will only be available hardcopy through April!
The Trestleboard will be sent via email and posted on the website after
April. Please send your updated email to fieldblairlodge349@gmail.com. To
continue to receive hardcopy, please call/mail a note to the Wor. Master .

Secondary Education Secondary education, classically the quadrivium or
"four ways," consist of arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy. Arithmetic is Number in itself, which is a pure abstraction; that is, outside of space
and time. Geometry is Number in space. Music is Number in time, and Astronomy is Number in space and time. Sometimes architecture was taught
alongside these, often from the works of Vitruvius.
History was always taught to provide a context and show political and
military development. The classic texts were from ancient authors such
as Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, Cicero, and Tacitus. Biographies were often
assigned as well; the classic example being Plutarch's Lives. Biographies
help show how persons behave in their context, and the wide ranges of professions and options that exist. As more modern texts became available,
these were often added to the curriculum. In the Middle Ages, these were
the best available texts. In modern terms, these fields might be called history, natural science, accounting and business, fine arts (at least two, one to
amuse companions and another to decorate one's domicile), military strategy and tactics, engineering, agronomy, and architecture.
These are taught in a matrix of history, reviewing the natural development
of each field for each phase of the trivium. That is, in a perfect classical education, the historical study is reviewed three times: first to learn the grammar (the concepts, terms and skills in the order developed), next time the
logic (how these elements could be assembled), and finally the rhetoric, how
to produce good, humanly useful and beautiful objects that satisfy the grammar and logic of the field.
History is the unifying conceptual framework, because history is the study
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M A S O N RY T U E S DAY S
Erect temples to virtue & dig dungeons for vices.
Regular Masonic gatherings are the lifeblood of strong lodges. Henry Knox
Field—John Blair Lodge will host Tuesday night ritual schools all year
(except the 4th week of the month). Each brother should make Tuesday
evenings a priority for Masonic Work. Get in the habit.

U P DAT E YO U R E M A I L

of everything that has occurred before the present. A skillful teacher also
uses the historical context to show how each stage of development naturally
poses questions and then how advances answer them, helping to understand human motives and activity in each field. The question-answer approach is called the "dialectic method," and permits history to be taught Socratically as well.
Classical educators consider the Socratic method to be the best technique for teaching critical thinking. In-class discussion and critiques are essential in order for students to recognize and internalize critical thinking techniques. This method is widely used to teach both philosophy and law. It is
currently rare in other contexts. Basically, the teacher referees the students'
discussions, asks leading questions, and may refer to facts, but never gives a
conclusion until at least one student reaches that conclusion. The learning is
most effective when the students compete strongly, even viciously in the argument, but always according to well-accepted rules of correct reasoning.
That is, fallacies should not be allowed by the teacher.
By completing a project in each major field of human effort, the student
can develop a personal preference for further education and training.
Tertiary Education Tertiary education was usually an apprenticeship to a
person with the desired profession. Most often, the understudy was called a
"secretary" and had the duty of carrying on all the normal business of the
"master." Philosophy and Theology were both widely taught as tertiary subjects in Universities however.
The early biographies of nobles show probably the ultimate form of classical education: a tutor. One early, much-emulated classic example was
that Alexander the Great was tutored by Aristotle.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_education_movement

Allegory of
Arithmetic
1650
Laurent de La Hyre
(French, Paris 1606–
1656 Paris)
oil on canvas
The Walters Art
Museum, Baltimore, Md.
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LODGE H ISTORY
Henry Knox Field Lodge, No. 349, A.F. & A. M., was chartered in the
Town of Potomac, Virginia, on February 12, 1925. It was named in honor
of Henry Knox Field, a local businessman and community leader from
Alexandria, Virginia, who served as Grand Master of Masons in Virginia, in
1917. Most Worshipful Field was raised to the degree of Master Mason on
February 20, 1890, at Andrew Jackson Lodge, No. 120, A.F. & A.M. On June
24, 1893, he was installed Worshipful Master of that Lodge. Most
Worshipful Field was born on April 20, 1860 and passed away on August 1,
1917, while serving as Grand Master.
John Blair Lodge No. 187, A.F. & A.M., was instituted on July 31, 1970,
and chartered at Henry Knox Field Lodge No. 349 on February 10, 1971.
The lodge was named in honor of Virginia’s first Grand Master and
inaugural United States Supreme Court Justice John Blair, Jr. Jewels,
aprons, the bible, and tiler’s sword were given by Worshipful Raymond L.
Colins. The speakers podium for the Lodge was constructed and donated
by Right Worshipful Clarence A. Dains. The brazen pillars were constructed
and donated by the Charter Treasurer, John Newton Crawford, and the altar
cover was later donated by Most Worshipful Werner Herman Morlock,
Grand Master of Masons in Virginia in 1993, who died in office on
Saturday, March 5, 1994.
The lodges initiated the consolidation process in February 2017, with
the Resolution on Consolidation being adopted in June of the same year.
Henry Knox Field—John Blair Lodge, No. 349, A.F. & A.M., officially began
work January 1, 2018.

HENRY KNOX FIELD—JOHN BLAIR LODGE, NO. 349, AF&AM
1430 WEST BRADDOCK ROAD
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22302
WWW.JBL187.ORG
Stated Communication:
Second Tuesday 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Dinner 6:30 p.m.
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